The First Annual OABS Graduate Student Conference

Interrogating Inner Eurasia

Sunday, April 13, 2008 from 5 to 800 pm
Columbia University in the City of New York
The Gottesman Libraries @ Teachers College | 525 W. 120th St.
Group Study Room 306

Panels include:imperialismand Inner Eurasia: Xinjiang, the Caucasus, and Armeniegotiating the
Nation inlran and Central AsiaBringing Europe to Asia

Conference Schedule

5:00 8 5:10 Opening Remarks

5:10 0 5:40 Imperialismand Inner Euraga: Xinjiangthe Caucasus and Armenia

O0Di scov injiangg A hBr i ef Hi story o ®NewbDommod 6Ecol ogy i
T Darren Byler, Columbia University

oViolence at the Ends of Empire: The Catastrophes of the Circassians and Armerdians
T Owen Miler, Columbia University

5:45 0 6:45 Negotiatingthe Nation inlran and Central Asia

®Tant pis pour nousdoad: National i sm, Symbol i c Ma
T Arya Rejaee, New School for Social Research



Kazakhst ands owards&®iugrh Rcsliiacdty T
T Bek-Ali YerzhanAHrarabi Kazakh National University, Kazakhstan

OForeign I nvestment Law in the Republic of Kaz
T Maulenov Kassym SyrbaevictKazakhBritish Technical UniversityKazakhstan
6:50 & 7:50 Bringing Europe to Asia

0Sex @&@render in the Soviet Unionbo
T Jessica Teicher, Columbia University

OHungarian Voices at the League of Nationsé
T Andrew Behrendt, University of Chicago

0Ol nvestigating the Mysterious East: Friar John
T Hannah Barker,Columbia University

7:50 3 8:00 Closing Remarks

This event is free and open to the public.
For more information about this or other events visitww.oasies.orgr e-mail aks2115@columbia.edu.

The Organization for the Advancement of Studies of BmrEurasian Societies (OASIES) is a community of
Columbia University graduate students from varied disciplines and area studies perspectives. Our goal is
to foster dialogue and partnership across the academic spaces bounded by the East Asian, Middle
Eastem, South Asian, and Russian area studies paradigms as we investigate Inner Eurasia.
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Imperialism and Inrer Eurasia: Xinjiangthe Caucasus, and Armenia

Approximate Areas ofrrigated Agricultural Land in Xinjiang, 2004

RussiA

Miles

o3 KAZAKHSTAN
MONGOLIA

Karamay ZUNGHAR[A

Shihezi
L]
= ;? URumaQl
Guljj: Turpan
Tan SRAN —

T

Tariv BASIN

KYRGYZSTAN

Kashgal
CHINA

4

0 Di s ¢ o v injiang 4 BrieftHistory of Human Ecology @h i niNe& Bominiod 6
Darren Byler, Columbia University

As the Qing(1644-1911) and their Chinese inheritors reformulated what hadden the relatively valudree name
OWestern Regionsd6 into its O0Xinjiango6 or ONew Frontiero
accompanying rapid social movement, ecological exploitation, and economic revolution had both intended datent
consequences. Securing the boundaries proved to be costly and inevitably modernizing. Yet whether the new political
boundaries and transformed human ecology of the region will contain the eight million Uyghurkic people who now live there,
on the Chinese margin, and reincarnate them as Chinese remainstobeseént ar t i ng fr om Owen Lattin
studies in general and Chinads Northwestern borderl and i
conceptual ard humantecological transformation of the Xinjiang into the segmenting and urbanizing Chinese world of intensive
farming and, now, industrial production. Tracing the Chinese reimagining of Eastern Turkistan from the@ig) period up to
the present this paer will first discuss the Chinese use of historiography, literature, and cultural geography in renaming (or flat
out re-inventing) the people and places of the Tarim Basin and Zungharia; it wi#n outline how this renaming led to the way in
which spacehas been represented by new agricultural infrastructure and industrial technology; and finally this paper will
exami ne how Xi n-nabiedtgdstormatienchhsrfostereddgth exponential growth among the Turkic populations
of the region and temendous Chinese migration resulting in a categoricatlgconfigured demography and the straining of the
natural environment.

dViolence at the Ends of Empire: The Catastrophes of the Circassians and Armenians
Owen Miller Columbia University

Negotiaing the Nation in Iran and Central Asia

06Tant pis pour nousod6: Nationalism, Symbolic Martyr
Arya Rejaee, New School for Social Research

Accordingto the precepts of rational choice theory, individuals weigh the costs agst the benefits during decision
making processes and, in the end, choose the course of action which maximizes their benefits and minimizes their costs. Often
political scientists, and social scientists more broadly, utilize rational choice models to kkp the decisions by policynaking
elites. Even more importantly, rational choice theorists frequently assume that costs and benefits are predominately maistrial
considerations, and that any intangible factors involved in the decisiomaking process areoverwhelmed by materialistic
considerations. During the 19531953 Iranian Qil Crisis, however, Prime Minister Mohammad Mosaddeq defied the normative



assumptions of rational choice theory, instead consciously pursuing policies that emphasized the symlmiit immaterial to

the detri ment of his country6s political and economic st
western political intervention) awaiting Iran if Mosaddeq failed to negotiate with the British regarding the otiaralization, his
response was simply otant pis pour nous, 6 or Otoo bad for
at the time viewed the Prime Minister as highly iduringghe Oibn al
Crisis smack of bewilderment. Yet , I intend to demonstrat
oOirrational 6 -pdlitical cantext thah iafluescedcand) in a sense, directed his decisionaking proceses. By
interweaving theories of postolonial nationalism, martyrdom, and collective identity, | analyze how Mosaddeq mobilized a
cul tur al response antithetical to rational choiceds comm
materialist considerations in rational choice models.

0Kazakhstands Foreign Policy Towards South Asi abé
Bek-Ali Yerzhan, AFarabi Kazakh National University, Kazakhstan

Kazakhstan had centuriedong interaction with South Asian countries (Afghanistan, Indiad Pakistan). Silk Road period
was peak point of interaction between Central Asia and South Asia. The Road connected tribes and hordes of two regions in
trade and culture.In 18t century Kazakhstan and South Asia had experienced historical changes wHiofited their trade and
cultural interactions with each other. Khans fell down before Tsarist Russia.

Soviet history of Kazakhstan changed economy, state and social structure and psychology of people. The collapse of
Moghols and introduction of British ule changed face of South AsiaThe demise of Soviet Union brought Kazakhstan to
international scene. The independence euphoria passed and the republic is intensifying intraregional, cré@s®gional and
international trade and economic interaction. Suchnteraction allows Kazakhstan to change disadvantage of land locked
location to advantage, build vibrant economic relations, diversify international partners and settle regional and creggonal
security issues. In this regard, the new kind of Silk Roatiaracterized by energy, trade, transport, informational technology,
tourism and people to people interactiolis a hecessity

The uneasy situation in Afghanistan, Ind®ak relations, Irand the USA relations, insufficiency of regional integration in
Centrd Asia, infrastructural gap and differences in economic development among countries hamperffatlged interaction.The
challenges coexist with opportunities. The Peace Pipeline among Iran, Pakistan and India is an example. In 2007 Kazakhstan,
Turkmenistm and | ran agreed to build 670 km railway connecti ng
policy toward South Asia is closely interlinked with its policy towards Central Asia. Thus it isfdidoon one hand it focuses on
intraregionalinteraction within Central Asia and on another it intensifies crossgional relations with South Asia.

OForeign I nvestment Law in the Republic of Kazakhst:
Maulenov Kassym SyrbaeviciKazakhBritish Technical UniversityKazakhstan

The joining inernational conventions and treaties is an important task for Kazakhstan. The republican international
activity extended from the moment of acquiring of the independence by Kazakhstan (on December 16, 1991). As of January 1,
2008 the Republic of Kazakhstansigned over 800 international treaties. The Republic of Kazakhstan joined the following
international legal treaties on February 16, 1993: the Paris convention on protection of the industrial property dated M&86h
1883, revised on July 14, 1967 in Stockolm (the Paris convention); the Madrid agreement on international registration of trade
marks; the Treaty on patent cooperation; On Membership in the World Organization of Intellectual Property (WOIP). The Law of
the Republic of K a z aBerh £ongentionoo0 fProtettmm of iLitegry Wrles of Art by the Republic of

Kazakhstan6 was adopted on November 10, 1998. I't is neces
on foreign investments for the Republic of Kazakhstan. Tliest stage (1990-1994) commences from the moment of adoption

of the first Law 00n Foreign Investments in the Kazakh SSI
it is completed by the adoption of the second Law in history of thepr&i b1 i ¢ 0On Foreign I nvest men

The second stage (19940 997) fini shes with the adoption of the | aw of

Il nvest mentsdé on February 28 ,200B)9itisheswiThle théeraddsesptaigen (&r oew:
on January 8, 2003. The fourth stage (from 2003 till the present time) is characterized by the further renewal and develogmen

of the legislation on foreign investments of Kazakhstan.



Bringing Europe to Asia

0Sex and Gender in the Soviet Unionbé
Jessica Teicher, Columbia University

The Soviet Union created an egalitarian society in which women and men were considered equal by reformatting
traditional gender roles in order to be considered consistent thisocialist ideology. Women were expected to be productive
workers and devoted Party members just like their husbands, and in the process, the traditional family unit was de
emphasized and subordinated to the state. Nonetheless, throughout Soviet histomaditional gender roles (housework,
childcare, shopping) for women remained as they were liberated by socialism, forcing women to hold two full time @iesat
home, and one outside the home. The Bolshevik Revolution ushered in an era of tremendousaspeconomic, and political
changes. Of all the socialist transformations proposed by the new Soviet state, the most radical of changes occurred in
Central Asia, where traditional Islamic mores remained the focal point of society. These Islamic practieesined prevalent
during I mperi al Russiads reign,; however, as the Soviets
able to override some of these practices and traditions in the name of building a true Soviet state. In ordedd so, the
Soviets replaced their broader class struggle with a gender struggle. Instead of freeing the masses of workers (of whicé ther
werendt in Central Asi a) , they would free Muslim woieen f
and being made to stay silently at home while their husbands were free to move and interact with soci€éhe Bolsheviks
strove to create an egalitarian society, egalitarian and classless as long as all the people remained subordinate to the stat
The Soviets were successful in creating greater opportunities for women in Central Asia, opportunities as defined by the
Soviets and not the patriarchal, indigenous Muslim culture. However by framing the struggle through a gender lens, instead of
a class one the Soviets inadvertently created and framed their own opposition movement in Central Asia.

OHungarian Voices at the League of Nations§é
Andrew Behrendt, University of Chicago

Histories of interwar Hungary pay little regard to the League of Nationsdan| ess sti |l |l to Hungary?d
Geneva as a member state. While much has been made of the
1920s, and a certain amount written about the hopes of contemporary nationalisterfits usefulness in revising the Treaty of
Trianon, almost no attention has gone into investigating what Hungarian delegates actually did or said. Furthermore, this
literature has not yet reckoned with recent and exciting trends in the historiography dfetLeague of Nations itself.
Reassessments of the League have moved away from its wilbdkcumented failures as a security apparatus and towards
explorations of its institutional structure and culture. The time is ripe for considering how Hungary mighnfia these changing
conceptions.

My paper will first sketch out a way of thinking about the overall relationship shared by Hungary and the League of
Nations. It will then proceed towards an examination of speeches given by Hungarian delegates before #agle Council,
Assembly, and certain committees, placed within a broader cultural context bounded by other contemporary publications
dedicated to nonHungarian audiences. | will argue that Hungarian statesmen and diplomats used the League as a forum and
exuse for making universalistic claims about Hungaryds pa
liberal internationalism. In so doing, | hope to contribute to ongoing discussions about European identity, and cast doulbhen
nature of the alleged, but durable, WedEast division of the continent.

0l nvestigating the Mysterious East: Friar John of [
Hannah Barker, Columbia University

For much of the Middle Ages, Europeans imagined the Easta distant land of fabulous wealth, monstrous creatures,
and spiritual significance. When the Mongols erupted into European reality in 1241, attacked Central and Eastern Europe, and
then withdrew without an apparent reason in 1242, Europeans were lafhcertain whether they had been spared or whether
the attack would be renewed. In order to find out who the Mongols actually were and what their intentions towards Europe
might be, Pope Innocent IV sent envoys to several Mongol outposts, instructing thengather information and deliver papal
letters while seeking to prevent further aggression. Among these envoys, only Friar John of Plano Carpini traveled alhyhiow
the Mongol capital at Karakorum, returning with a letter from the Great Khan and atdiéed report on Mongol society. It has
commonly been assumed that Friar John undertook this journey blindly, without any knowledge of the cultures, politics,
languages, or even geography beyond the European horizon. However, | have found that Friarwarable to complete his



mission successfully by taking advantage of a developing body of European knowledge about the Mongols, a diplomatic strategy
carefully formulated by Pope Innocent IV based on that knowledge, and his own personal experience andemions in Central
and Eastern Europe.



